Claims: What is claimed is: 
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1. In a calculating device comprised of memory, an alphanumeric keypad and 
display means, a method for converting units comprising: 

(a) storing in memory a first expression comprised of a single numeric 
value or plurality of numeric values joined by arithmetic symbols, such 
that said first expression equates to a single numeric value; 

(b) storing in memory a first unit part comprised of a single unit or a 
plurality of units joined by arithmetic symbols; entering said first unit 
part by spelling full names of said units or alias names of said units 
using the alphanumeric keypad; 

(c) storing in memory a second unit part comprised of a single unit or a 
plurality of units joined by arithmetic symbols; entering said second unit 
part by spelling full names of said units or alias names of said units 
using the alphanumeric keypad; 

(d) reading from memory or storage device conversion factors or 
conversion equations from a conversion table; 

(e) segregating said first unit part and said second unit part into individual 
elements; 

(f) converting said first unit part into said second unit part by converting 
each numerator unit occurring in said first unit part into each numerator 
unit occurring in said second unit part and converting each 
denominator unit occurring in said first unit part into each denominator 
unit occurring in said second unit part; 

(g) replacing any derived unit comprising said first unit part or said second 
unit part with the derived units multi-unit equivalent, said multi-unit 
equivalent being comprised of other derived units or base units, 
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subsequent reinitiation of conversion process using said multi-unit 
equivalent in place of said derived unit 



2. The method in claim 1 wherein the conversion of said first unit part into said 
second unit part continues until either said numerator and denominator units 
comprising said first unit part have been converted into said numerator and 
denominator units comprising said second unit part or until each derived unit 
comprising said first unit part and said second unit part has been replaced with 
base units such that no derived units comprising said first unit part or said 
second unit part remain and said conversion of numerator and denominator base 
units comprising said first unit part and said second unit part is unsuccessful. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein each version of a multi-definition unit comprising 
said first unit part or said second unit part is displayed for the User's selection of 
the desired version of said multi-definition unit 

4. The method of Claim 1 wherein each said element is comprised of either a unit 
name, a symbol indicating placement of said unit in numerator or denominator, or 
a numeric expression representing an exponential value. 



